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A Message from Finance
To the Citizens of Ascension Parish,
 
We are pleased to present this Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR) for Ascension Parish 
Government (the Parish) for the year 2023.  The report is designed to provide information 
on our government, its current financial position, historical statistics, and future projections.  
This report is presented to you based on the guidelines from Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) and was prepared using information from our fiscal year ending December 
31, 2023. According to GFOA:

 “The GFOA established the Popular Annual Financial Reporting Awards Program (PAFR 
Program) in 1991 to encourage and assist state and local governments to extract information 
from their annual comprehensive financial report to produce high quality popular annual 
financial reports specifically designed to be readily accessible and easily understandable to the 
general public and other interested parties without a background in public finance and then to 
recognize individual governments that are successful in achieving that goal.”

This report contains highlights from our Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) for the 
fiscal year ended December 31, 2023 which can be referred to for greater detail.  Both reports 
are in accordance with General Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). For the purpose 
of this report, we will focus on the activities of the Parish’s primary government, excluding all 
discretely presented component units.

In order for the parish to be transparent with the financials, we have also implemented Open 
Finance, which is available through our website. We hope that this transparency has bestowed 
trust amongst our citizens and that we are doing our due diligence in handling public funds.

Our citizens are our parish’s most important asset, and we seek to instill public trust in 
government by exceeding their expectations and inspiring our employees to develop pride in 
the services that they provide.
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PAFR OVERVIEW & PURPOSE
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The Certificate of Achievement is a 
prestigious national award recognizing 
conformance with the highest 
standards for preparing state and local 
government financial reports.  To be 
awarded a Certificate of Achievement, 
a government must publish an easily 
readable and efficiently organized 
annual comprehensive financial report.  
The report must satisfy both general 
accepted accounting principles and 
applicable program requirements. 
Ascension Parish has received this 
award for 15 consecutive years.

Government Finance Officers Association

Certificate of 
Achievement
for Excellence

in Financial 
Reporting

Presented to

Parish of Ascension
Louisiana

For its Annual Comprehensive
Financial Report

For the Fiscal Year Ended

December 31, 2022

Executive Director/CEO

xvii

GFOA AWARDS

In addition, the Parish also received 
the GFOA’s Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for its annual 
budget.  To receive this award, a 
governmental unit must publish a 
budget document that meets program 
criteria as a policy document, an 
operations guide, a financial plan, and 
a communications device. Ascension 
Parish has received this award for 12 
consecutive years.



The Parish is located southeast of the City of Baton Rouge, 
the state capital of Louisiana. Ascension Parish is divided by 
the Mississippi River with the majority of its population on the 
east bank. The Parish was founded in 1845 when the county 
of Acadia was split into the parishes of Ascension and St. 
James.  Today, Ascension Parish is a true American treasure.        

      It is the ‘Gateway’ to a glorious and sublime portrait of time 
and people spanning more than five centuries.  

Ascension Parish is an immense collection of diverse 
histories deserving recognition, celebration, and 
protection.  The Parish currently occupies a land area of 
292 square miles and serves an estimated population of 
131,632 as of July 1, 2023, which represents a 4.1% growth 
since the 2020 U.S. Census of 126,500.  In 1993, an election 
was held to change the form of Government from a Police 
Jury to a Home Rule Charter.  It passed and went into 
effect in January 1994. The Home Rule Charter established the Ascension Parish Council as the governing authority for 
Ascension Parish and as a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana.

The parish operates under a Parish President and eleven-member Parish Council form of Government, with the Council 
Members elected by districts and the Parish President elected parish-wide, all elected to four-year terms. Policy making and 
legislative authority are vested in the Parish Council which is, among other things, responsible for passing local ordinances, 
adopting budgets, appointing committees and board members of related organizations, setting fees, and ratifying the 
interim appointments of executive directors appointed by the Parish President.

Responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the parish rest with the Parish President as well as all executive powers of 
the Parish.  The President is the head of the executive and administrative branches of parish government.  The President 
is responsible for carrying out certain ordinances of the Parish Council, supervising the operations of the Parish, and 
appointing executive directors.    

PARISH GOVERNMENT

The parish provides a full range of services to the general public including infrastructure maintenance and construction,
public safety, public works, fire protection, public and mental health, planning and zoning, economic development,
recreation, libraries, general administrative, water and waste water systems, and road lighting.
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Demographic & Economic Status

QUICK FACTS & STATISTICS
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Principal Employers

QUICK FACTS & STATISTICS
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Operating Indicators by Function/Program

QUICK FACTS & STATISTICS
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

• General Governmental Administration
• Public Works
• Public Safety
• Health and Welfare
• Fire Protection
• Road Lighting 
• Culture and Recreation
• Promotion and Economic Development

Governmental Activity

• Water and Waste Systems (ACUD1 & 
Parish Utilities of Ascension)

• Lamar Dixon Expo Center

Business-Type Activity
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The primary government’s statement of net position includes all funds of the reporting government.  The statements 
distinguish between Governmental Activities and Business Type Activities. Governmental Activities are usually financed 
through taxes, intergovernmental revenues, and other non exchange revenues, while Business Type Activities are financed by 
fees charged to external parties for goods or services.  Note: Discrete component units are not included in these figures or 
this report.
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The total net position of the Parish’s governmental activities increased by 10.6% or $55.4 million during 2023, primarily 
attributable to an increase in ad valorem tax and sales tax of $16.2 million, positive investment earnings of $14.6 million due to 
favorable marketing conditions compared to 2022, and an increase in investments in infrastructure assets. Also, the net book 
value of the parish’s capital assets of the governmental activity increased by $16.7 million.   

The net position of the Parish’s business type activities decreased by $2.3 million during 2023.  The Parish’s Utility Funds and 
the Lamar Dixon Expo Center experienced operating losses before grants, contributions, and transfers.  The operating losses 
in the Utility Funds are a result of revenue generated from user fees not exceeding the required operating and maintenance 
costs to generate a profit while Lamar Dixon Expo Center’s operating loss was attributable to greater maintenance and 
supplies as well as increase insurance premiums from 2022. 

NET POSITION



11

Of the $175.4 million in governmental revenues in 2023, $113 million was restricted or committed for specific 
purposes.  The remaining $62.4 million, generated in the General Fund, was available to fund several parish 
services. These undedicated revenues supported the Department of Public Works, general government 
administrative functions, the parish jail system, recreation programs, and mandated costs for certain parish 
agencies such as Parish Court, District Attorney, Coroner, and the Register of Voters. As recognized above, tax 
revenue significantly supports parish activities, which represents 75% of revenue for 2023.

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
REVENUE EXCLUDING TRANSFERS

2023 Sources of Revenues-Governmental 

5 Year Analysis



12

5 Year Analysis

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
EXPENDITURES EXCLUDING TRANSFERS

Governmental funds expenditures increased by $15.7 million in 2023.  The largest increase, 
$11.1 million, was experienced in the Capital Outlay function.  This increase was caused by 
cost incurred in the Library Construction Fund related to the construction of the parish’s St. 
Amant Library Facility and Park Construction Fund due to various playground projects in the 
parish.  Additionally, public works expenditures increased by $7.7 million related to New River 
Channel improvements.

2023 Function of Expenditures-Governmental 
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5 Year Analysis

CASH AND INVESTMENTS-
PRIMARY GOVERNMENT

Cash and cash equivalents for the primary government 
include cash accounts for payroll, Section 8, escrow,
Lamar Dixon Expo Center, Community Development 
Block Grants, LCDBG Projects, Transportation Districts,
Right of Way Beautification Districts and each individual 
fund’s share of the consolidated cash account.

A consolidated bank account has been established for 
the primary government into which substantially all 
monies are deposited and from which most 
disbursements are made.  In addition, investment 
purchases are charged, and maturities are deposited
to the consolidated bank account.  The purpose of this 
consolidation of bank accounts is to provide 
administrative efficiency and to maximize investment 
earnings. Each fund shares in the investment earnings 
according to its average monthly cash, cash equivalent, 
and investments balance and prorated among funds.

The investment policies of the parish are governed by 
state statues and an adopted Council investment policy 
that includes depository and custodial contract 
provisions.

Under the provisions of the parish’s investment policy,
the parish Treasurer is authorized to invest Parish funds
by Louisiana Revised Statutes sections 39:1211-1245 and
33:2955 which allow, but are not limited to the following 
investments: United States treasury bonds, treasury notes,
treasury bills, and fully collateralized interest-bearing 
checking accounts and certificates of deposit.

Other investment policy provisions require depositories to 
insure or collateralize all deposits in accordance with state 
law and require securities collateralizing deposits to be 
held by an independent third party with whom the parish 
has a custodial agreement.
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Summary of General Governmental 
Operations for 2023 by Fund Type

Fund Balance Classification
(in millions)

Restricted amounts can be spent only for 
specific purposes due to local, state or federal 
laws or externally imposed conditions by 
grantors or creditors.

Committed amounts reflect the constraints 
that the parish imposed upon itself by formal 
action(adoption of an ordinance) of the Parish 
Council.  Once adopted, the limitation imposed 
by the ordinance remains in place until a similar 
action is taken (adoption of another ordinance) 
to remove or revise the limitation.

Unassigned is amounts not included in other 
spendable classifications. The General Fund is 
the only fund that is allowed to have a positive 
unassigned fund balance.

At year end, fund balances were $328.5 million.  The unassigned fund balance was $44.4 million, which is 
available for utilization at the parish’s discretion.  The remainder of the fund balances have been restricted or 
committed for (1) payment of debt service, (2) legal appropriations in the 2024 operating budget, (3) specific 
program spending from dedicated revenue sources, and (4) Capital Projects.

FUND BALANCE

Committed
$98.6

Restricted
$44.4

Unassigned
$185.5
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Capital Assets are significant pieces of property such as heavy equipment for road and 
drainage maintenance, vehicles, fire equipment, computer equipment, office furniture, land, 
building facilities, park facilities, roads, bridges, water lines, and sewer treatment systems.

The Parish’s capital assets are split into two types: land and construction in progress are 
not depreciated or amortized, while building and improvements, equipment, infrastructure, 
vehicles, and furniture and fixtures are depreciated or amortized using the straight-line 
method.

CAPITAL ASSETS

The Parish’s investment
in capital assets for its 
government activity 

amounted to $317,964,000 
and business type activity 
amounted to $37,379,000
as of December 31, 2023.

Both are net of accumulated 
depreciation and 

amoritization. Both includes 
Construction in Progress 

totaling $79,119,000. These 
amounts represent a net 

increase of $15.9 million, or 
5% increase from 2022.



Through scheduled debt payments, the parish retired $6.6 million in bonds during 2023. The 
parish retained its Standard & Poor’s credit rating of AA+ for 2023.  The State of Louisiana 
limits the amount of general obligation debt that parishes can issue to 35 percent of the 
assessed value of all taxable property within the parish’s corporate limits. 

The parish’s outstanding general obligation debt is significantly below the $782.7 million state-
imposed limit.  Other obligations include claims reserve, accrued compensation absences, 
net pension liability, and other post-employment benefits.
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At the end of 2023 Ascension Parish had $117.2 million in outstanding
long-term liabilities compared to $119.3 million at the end of 2022,

a decrease of $2.1 million, as shown below.

LONG TERM LIABILITIES



The Parish’s Capital budget for 2024 total
$145 million and the 5-year plan is outlined below.
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PROJECTED 5 YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024 BUDGET
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PROJECTED 5 YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024 BUDGET
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PROJECTED 5 YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024 BUDGET
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PROJECTED 5 YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024 BUDGET
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PROJECTED 5 YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024 BUDGET



Source:  Ascension Parish Sales Use Tax Authority Prepared by:  Ascension Parish Finance Department
July 2024

SCHOOL BOARD
$104,752,421 

44%

PARISH TAX DISTRICT #1
$40,869,316 

17%

CITY OF GONZALES
$21,634,493 

9%

EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE-
PARISH

$24,316,223 
10%

PARISH TAX DIST #2 - ROADS
$13,391,325 

6%

PARISH TAX DIST #2 - FIRE 
PROTECTION

$6,695,663 
3%

SHERIFF
$20,086,988 

9%

CITY OF DONALDSONVILLE
$3,421,235 

1%

WEST ASCENSION HOSPITAL
$1,849,504 

1%
TOWN OF SORRENTO

$985,853 
0%

PARISH OF ASCENSION - 2023 SALES & USE TAXES
($238,003,020)
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SALES TAX BREAKDOWN BY
ALL TAXING DISTRICTS

$238,003,020

Note: City of Gonzales, Sheriff, City of Donaldsonville, West Ascension Hospital, Town of 
Sorrento, and School Board are not part of the parish’s primary government.
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PROPERTY TAX BREAKDOWN BY
ALL TAXING DISTRICTS

$212,421,767

Source: 2023 Tax Rolls
Ascension Parish Assessor
2023 Tax Roll City of Donaldsonville and
Town of Sorrento

Prepared by:  Asc. Parish Finance Department
July 2024

PARISH SCHOOL TAXES
$121,523,797 

57%

LAW ENFORCEMENT
$28,570,622 

13%

LIBRARY
$11,049,411 

5%

EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE 
DISTRICTS
$8,955,904 

4%

HEALTH & MENTAL HEALTH-
PARISH

$7,892,438 
4%

LEVEE  DISTRICTS
$7,098,361 

3%

PARISH GOVERNMENT, 
JUVENILE DENTION, ANIMAL 

SHELTER & ACUD#1
$9,454,115 

5%

PRAIRIEVILLE FIRE DISTRICT #3
$6,355,234 

3%

PARISH ASSESSMENT DISTRICT-
ASSESSOR
$3,551,592 

2%

WEST ASCENSION DRAINAGE 
DISTRICTS
$1,593,756 

1% COUNCIL ON AGING
$2,959,667 

1%

CITY OF GONZALES, CITY OF 
DONALDSONVILLE, & TOWN OF 

SORRENTO
$2,087,996 

1%

ROAD DISTRICTS-SUBDIVISIONS
$235,609 

0%
LIGHTING DISTRICTS-PARISH

$1,539,512 
1%

**
Parish Government  $5,143,635
Animal Shelter         $1,953,385
Juvenile Detention    $1,953,385
ACUD#1         $   403,710

Note: City of Gonzales, Law Enforcement, City of Donaldsonville, Town of Sorrento, Parish 
Assesment District-Assessor, Levee Districts, and Parish School Taxes are not part of the 
parish’s primary government.
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PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION

The preparation of this
report on a timely basis
could not have been 
accomplished without the 
dedicated services of the 
highly qualified accounting 
staff in the Finance Office.

Credit must also be given to our Parish President 
and Parish Council

TERM: January 1, 2024-December 31,2027

Clint Cointment, Parish President

• Oliver Joseph, Councilman District 1             
• Joel Robert, Councilman District 2
• Travis Turner, Councilman District 3             
• Brett Arceneaux, Councilman District 4
• Todd Varnado, Councilman District 5    
• Chase Melancon, Councilman District 6
• Brian Hillensbeck, Councilman District 7               
• Blaine Petite, Councilman District 8
• Pam Alonso, Councilwoman District 9  
• Dennis Cullen, Councilman District 10
• Michael Mason, Councilman District 11

This PARF report is designed to provide citizens, taxpayers, customers, 
investors, and creditors with a general overview of the parish’s finances 
and to show accountability for the monies received.  Any questions about 
this report or requests for additional financial information should be 
directed to the Parish’s Finance Department, ATTN: Dawn Caballero, Chief 
Financial  Officer. 

Parish of Ascension
615 E. Worthey Road
Gonzales, LA 70737

Phone: (225) 450-1004     Fax: (225) 450-1114
Email: dawn.caballero@apgov.us
Website: www.ascensionparish.net


