
PARISH OF ASCENSION
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Planning Commission

September 14, 2016 - 6:00 PM
Courthouse East, 2nd Floor, Council Meeting Room

Gonzales, Louisiana

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call of Members

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Introduction of Staff

5. Chairman's Comments

6. General Business

7. Minutes

(A) Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the August 10, 2016
Planning Commission Meeting

8. Consent Agenda

(A) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
James M Hebert Jr Property - Lot 30 of Summerfield North Subd

9. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Preliminary Plats:

(A) Camellia Cove
Quality Engineering & Surveying, LLC
(Council District 3)

(B) Oakbourne Subdivision
McLin Taylor, Inc.
(Council District 8)

10.Staff Report

11.Engineering Staff Report

12.Adjourn



Description: Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the August 10, 2016 Planning
Commission Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Planning Commission Minutes Aug 10 2016 8/30/2016 Cover Memo



The below minutes are taken from the meeting to represent items addressed and actions taken by this board.  

All meetings are recorded with video and audio for our records.  In the event these minutes are ever in 

question or controversy, the audio/video archive shall be used to determine the actual item or action taken by 

individuals present at this meeting. 

 

MINUTES 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 10, 2016 

 

The Planning Commission of the Parish of Ascension held a Public Meeting on Wednesday, 

August 10, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Courthouse East Meeting Room, Gonzales, Louisiana in a 

regular session convened. 

 

I. Meeting was Called to Order 

 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Matthew Pryor. 

 

II. Roll Call of Members 

 

The following members were present: 

Douglas Foster, Aaron Chaisson, Anthony Christy, Matthew Pryor, Morrie Bishop, 

Edward Dudley, Julio Dumas 

The following members were absent: 

None 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

IV. Introduction of Staff 

 

Stacie Webb – Secretary, Planning and Development 

Cody Martin, Legal Counsel 

Eric Poche, Planner 

Lance Brock, Zoning Official  

Shaun Sherrow, Engineering Review Agent 

Jerome Fournier, Director, Planning and Development 

 

Chairman Pryor welcomed the new Planner, Eric Poche. 

 

V. Chairman’s Comments 

 

Chairman had no comments. 

 

VI. General Business 

 

Mr. Jerome Fournier explained staff is implementing and will get started on Phase 2 

of the EPA Lake Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Program whereby the Parish is 

going out and testing the waters in Ascension Parish.  This is an effort in trying to 

clean the waters leading into Lake Maurepas, which in turn lead into Lake 

Pontchartrain.  Mr. Fournier expressed he plans to give a full presentation of this 

project at a later meeting with details. 
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VII. Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the July 13, 2016 Planning Commission 

Meeting 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Anthony Christy, seconded by Mr. Julio Dumas 

and unanimously adopted, to approve the July 13, 2016 Planning Commission 

minutes as presented. 

 

VIII. Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the July 13, 2016 Joint Planning and 

Zoning Commission Meeting 

 

Mr. Edward Dudley stated the motion for Item “B”, first paragraph, should have 

stated the motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Edward Dudley, seconded by Mr. Aaron Chaisson 

and unanimously adopted, to approve the July 13, 2016 Joint Planning and Zoning 

Commission minutes as amended per discussion regarding Item “B”. 

 

IX. Consent Agenda 

 

A) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration 

Earl O Miller Property – Lots 5-B-1-B & 5-B-1-C (L&L Ascension Properties, 

LLC) 

 

B) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration 

Mark and Tammie Acosta Property – Lot 11 

 

C) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration 

Ronald Means Property 

1) John K & Robin S Becnel – 1.00 acre tract, 42391 Hw 621, Gonzales, LA 

2) Jeremiah K Johnson – Tract A, 42369 Hyw 621, Gonzales, LA 

 

D) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration 

Cody M Powers Property – Lot C (Cody and Haleigh Powers) 

This item was pulled from the agenda prior to the meeting by the Director of 

Planning and Development 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Edward Dudley, seconded by Mr. Julio Dumas 

and unanimously adopted, to approve the consent agenda. 

 

X. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Family Partitions: 

 

A) Agnes C. Babin Property – Lots 7-A-1, 7-A-2 and 7-A-3 

The subject property is located off Alligator Bayou Road in Council District 8 and 

is zoned Medium Intensity Residential (RM). The application is on behalf of 

Brian Miranda by Earles and Associates, LLC. 

 

The owner is proposing a family partition of a 6.321 acre tract into Lots 7-A-1 

(1.00 acres), and Lot 7-A-2 (5.321 acres). The applicant will retain lot 7-A-2 and  
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transfer Lots 7-A-1 to his daughter. Lots 7-A-1, and Lot 7-A-2 will be accessed 

by an existing 40’ private servitude of passage.  

 

The owner is requesting a variance of the family partition section of the Unified 

Development Code Section 17-4026. Family Partition (B) 

 

Family partitions shall only be considered if the applicant has been the owner of 

the property since January 1, 2015 or has owned the property for a minimum of 3 

years.  

 

The owner purchased the property in 2016. 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS  

1. All owners of existing 40’ Road Servitude are required to sign the plat. 

2. The variance being requested should be denied based on the owner not 

showing unnecessary hardship.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends denying the family partition based on the requested variance 

does not reflect an unnecessary hardship. If the variance is granted all existing 

users of the 40’ existing Road Servitude are required to sign the plat.  

 

Mr. James Falgout with Earles and Associates, LLC presented this family 

partition. 

 

Public hearing was open. 

 

The following spoke: 

 

1- Brian Miranda – owner of property 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Morrie 

Bishop and adopted by the following roll call vote, to approve this family 

partition and granting the variance requested subject to all existing users of the 

40’ existing road servitude signing the plat. 

 

YEAS: Julio Dumas, Morrie Bishop, Anthony Christy, Matthew Pryor 

NAYS: Edward Dudley, Aaron Chaisson, Douglas Foster 

ABSENT: None 

4 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 0 ABSENT and the motion CARRIED. 

 

B) Jerome Babin Property – Lots A-1-A-1, A-1-A-2 & A-1-A-3 

The subject property is located off LA Hwy. 621 in Council District 9 and is 

zoned Medium Intensity Residential (RM). The application is on behalf of Blane 

Babin by Earles and Associates, LLC. 
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The owner is proposing a family partition of a 10.635 acre tract (Lot A-1-A) into 

Lots A-1-A-1 (4.583 acres), Lot A-1-A-2 (4.587 acres), and Lot A-1-A-3 (1.465 

acres). The applicant will retain lot A-1-A-3 and transfer Lots A-1-A-1 and Lot 

A-1-A-2, to his daughter and son. Lots A-1-A-1 and A-1-A-2 will be accessed by 

a 30’ private servitude of passage.  

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS  

All comments addressed 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval.  

 

Mr. James Falgout with Earles and Associates, LLC presented this family 

partition. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Morrie Bishop, seconded by Mr. Julio 

Dumas and unanimously adopted, to approve this family partition as presented. 

 

C) Amy Smith Property – Lots 3C1-A and 3C1-B 

The subject property is located off Gervis Sheets Road in Council District 6 and is 

zoned Rural (R). The application is on behalf of Randal L. Dixon by Earles and 

Associates, LLC. 

 

The owner is proposing a family partition of a 1.822 acre tract (3C1) into Lots 

3C1-A (0.911 acres), and Lot 3C1-B (0.911 acres). The applicant will retain lot 

3C1-B and transfer Lot 3C1-A to his son. Lot 3C1-B will be accessed by an 

existing 30’ private servitude of passage.  

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS  

All comments addressed 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval.  

 

Mr. James Falgout with Earles and Associates, LLC presented this family 

partition. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 



Planning Commission Minutes 

August 10, 201 

Page 5 

 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Aaron Chaisson, seconded by Mr. Edward 

Dudley and unanimously adopted, to approve this family partition as presented. 

 

D) Mark Pierce Property – Lots CC-1-A thru CC-1-F 

The subject property is located off Pierce Road in Council District 3 and is zoned 

Light Industrial (LI). The application is on behalf of Mark Pierce by McLin 

Taylor, Inc. 

 

The owner(s) are proposing a family partition of a 5.205 acre tract (Lot CC-1) 

into Lot CC-1-A (1.766 acres), Lot CC-1-B (0.545 acres), Lot CC-1-C (0.542 

acres), Lot CC-1-D (0.544 acres), Lot CC-1-E (0.543 acres) and Lot CC-1-F 

(1.265 acres). The applicant(s) are now legally divorced and will each retain 1 lot, 

Mark Pierce (lot CC-1-A) and Debra Samuel (lot CC-1-F) and transfer Lots CC-

1-B and CC-1-C to the daughters of Debra Samuel, and lots CC-1-D and CC-1-E 

to Mark Pierce’s daughter and son. Lots CC-1-A, CC-1-B, CC-1-C, CC-1-D, CC-

1-E and CC-1-F will be accessed by a 30’ private servitude of passage.  

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS  

The owner of lot CC-2 is required to sign the plat. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon the owner of lot CC-2 signing the 

plat.  

 

Mrs. Ellen Jackson with McLin Taylor, Inc. presented this family partition. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

The following spoke: 

 

1 – Mr. Leo H. Wilson – Neither for or against this family partition.  He asked 

that the adjoining property owners not be landlocked. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Mr. Douglas Foster stated he has a professional association with Mr. Piearce and 

will recuse himself from this vote. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Anthony Christy 

and unanimously adopted, to approve this family partition contingent on a) the 

redundant names be removed and corrected to the satisfaction of staff; and b) the 

owner of Lot CC-2 signing the plat. 

 

XI. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Subdivision Final Plats: 

 

A) Hollows of Dutchtown – First Filing 

The subdivision is located on La Hwy 73 approximately 342 feet north of LA 

Hwy 621 in Council District 4 and zoned Medium Intensity (RM) and Mixed Use  
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(MU).  The application is on behalf of Hollows of Dutchtown, LLC by MR 

Engineering & Surveying, LLC. 

 

The property consists of 26.195 acres.  The applicant is proposing a final plat to 

create 67 lots, ranging from 65 to 80 feet in width, with a minimum size of 9,450 

square feet.  The subdivision filing will contain 3.747 acres of common area 

which includes a pool and clubhouse. 

 

Note: Signature by the Planning Commission Chairman shall be withheld until an 

agreement has been reached between the Parish of Ascension and the applicant 

concerning impact fees.  

 

Project Timeline: 

• February 12, 2014 -Planning Commission approves the preliminary plat 

• August 20, 2015- Construction plans approved 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

Engineering Dept/ERA outstanding items: See attached punch list from final 

inspection. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of all 

outstanding comments and punch list items. 

 

Mr. Mickey Robertson with MR Engineering & Surveying, LLC presented this 

final subdivision plat. 

 

Mr. Shaun Sherrow stated there were a couple items on the project close-out list 

requesting notes on the final plat.  He expressed he did not see these in the 

meeting packet and if the Commission should happen to approve this final 

subdivision plat, he ask they approve contingent on addressing any outstanding 

items on the punchlist. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Morrie 

Bishop and adopted by the following roll call vote, to approve this final 

subdivision plat subject to satisfying all staff requirements prior to signature. 

 

YEAS: Julio Dumas, Morrie Bishop, Anthony Christy, Aaron Chaisson, 

Douglas Foster 

NAYS: Edward Dudley 

ABSENT: None 

The Chairman did not vote. 

5 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 0 ABSENT and the motion CARRIED. 
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B) Legacy Oaks – First Filing 

The subject property is a 44 acre tract located on Cornerview Road approximately 

one third mile east of its intersection with W. Main Street.  Cornerview Road is a 

public road with a 50’ R.O.W.  The property is located in Council District 3 and 

zoned Medium Intensity Residential (RM). The application is on behalf of D.R. 

Horton, Inc. – Gulf Coast by Quality Engineering & Surveying, LLC. 

 

The overall development was approved on November 12, 2014 and is 

approximately 44.353 acres in size with a net developable acreage of 42.3.  The 

development contains 52 lots. This is the first phase of the development.   

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

 

As of the preparation of this report: 

 

SWWP plan has been filed but implementation is not in compliance with plan at 

this time.  

 

Pursuant to section 17-408 C. 1. Procedures for Construction:  “When 

construction (public and private) is complete and in accordance with the approved 

plans and specifications and complies with the provisions of these regulations, the 

Developer's Engineer shall certify such and request, in writing, final approval and 

acceptance from the Designated Engineering Review Agency. This request shall 

be given to the Planning & Zoning Commission and the Department of Public 

Works.” 

 

Construction is not complete.  

• Electricity is not installed. 

  

Developer proposes to secure a performance bond to ensure the placement of the 

improvements.   

• Bond has not been approved through legal department. 

 

Final inspections:  

• Final inspection has not taken place. 

 

Punch list from final inspection is not complete. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Staff recommends denial of this final plat based on the above referenced notes.  

 

Mr. Jimmy Percy was present and spoke and behalf of the developer.  He 

explained at the time of the final inspection, the power company and the water 

company had not completed the utility hookups at the development site.  Mr. 

Percy stated there is a provision in the Parish’s Unified Development Code that 

states final approval of the final plat can be obtained if a performance bond is 

posted for those items being completed.  Mr. Percy said they are asking for 

approval with no execution of the final plat or recordation of final plat until  
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compliance with and the submission of the appropriate performance bond for 

those issues. 

 

Mr. Percy expressed, despite all punchlist items having been resolved; staff raised 

questions about the storm water plan and compliance with the storm water plan.  

He stated they have assured staff they do not expect final execution of the final 

plat until they have resolved those issues with staff. 

 

Mr. Jerome Fournier stated staff’s recommendation for denial was based on final 

inspection which had not taken place at the time meeting packets went out.  Since 

then, final inspection has been done.  He said one issue they found was electrical 

was not installed.  He also said they were not able to inspect the sewer facility that 

the Parish will be taking over because they were unable to power it up to make 

sure it was operational, and that continues to be the case as they are still installing 

the electrical utilities.  The performance bond will assure everything will be 

operational once all utilities are installed. 

 

Mr. Fournier also mentioned the Parish is emphasizing the Storm Water Pollutant 

Prevention Plan in which every developer has to file a plan.  It basically assures 

us that developers are trying to retain all the pollutants with on their site.  Mr. 

Fournier presented photographs whereby the developer for this site is working 

diligently to comply with this program. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

The following spoke: 

 

1- Ronald Daigle – against moving forward with development until something is 

done to save the large oak trees that are dying on the site. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Edward 

Dudley and adopted by the following roll call vote, to approve this final 

subdivision plat subject to a) complying with all the code requirements in posting 

the appropriate bond, in the appropriate manner, and approved by staff and Parish 

Council; and b) to make sure they apply with the environmental requirements to 

protect the discharge of pollutants into public waterways. 

 

YEAS: Julio Dumas, Edward Dudley, Morrie Bishop, Anthony Christy 

NAYS: Aaron Chaisson, Douglas Foster 

ABSENT: None 

The Chairman did not vote. 

4 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 0 ABSENT and the motion CARRIED. 

 

C) Legacy Oaks – Second Filing 

Quality Engineering & Surveying, LLC 

(Council District 3) 

This item was pulled from the agenda prior to the meeting by the engineer. 
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XII. Staff Report 

 

No report. 

 

XIII. Engineering Staff Report 

 

Mr. Shaun Sherrow gave a status report on projects: 

 

- Approximately 5 subdivision projects in active construction 

- Approximately 5 subdivision projects in construction plan review process 

- Approximately 4 to 6 subdivision projects that have completed the preliminary 

plat process 

Chairman Pryor recognized Mr. Ken Dawson in the audience. 

XIV. Adjourn 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Julio Dumas and unanimously adopted, meeting 

adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Matthew Pryor, Chairman 
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