
PARISH OF ASCENSION
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Planning Commission
May 11, 2016 - 6:00 PM

Courthouse East, 2nd Floor, Council Meeting Room
Gonzales, Louisiana

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call of Members

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Introduction of Staff

5. Chairman's Comments

6. General Business

7. Minutes

(A) Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the April 13, 2016
Planning Commission Meeting

8. Consent Agenda

(A) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
Francis E. King, Jr. Property - Lot 1 and 3-B

(B) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
Lyle Decoteau Property - 45163 Butch Gore Rd, St. Amant, LA

(C) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
Dutchtown LA73, LLC & Fidelity Homestead - Tract A

(D) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
Nestor Hire Tract - Lot B (Gary & Andree Guillory)
Item was pulled from agenda as staff received a letter from lending
agency.

(E) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration
Melvin Louque Tract - Lots 1, 3, & 4-A (Jacob Beck)

9. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Family Partition:

(A) Mary Melancon Babin Property - Lots A & B
Landsource, Inc.
(Council District 4)



10.Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Subdivision Final
Plat:

(A) Parker Place Estates - Phase 2
MR Engineering & Surveying, LLC
(Council District 7)
This item was pulled from the agenda prior to meeting by the
engineer.

(B) Oakland Crossing
Benchmark Group, LLC
(Council District 7)
This item was pulled from the agenda prior to meeting by the
engineer.

(C) Eagles Landing Subdivision
Second Filing - Phase 2A and Tract CA-7 &
Third Filing - Phase 3A
Baton Rouge Land Surveying
(Council District 5)
This item was pulled from the agenda prior to meeting by the
engineer.

11.Ordinances - Public Hearing to Recommend Approval or Denial to the
Parish Council Amendments to the Ascension Parish Unified Land
Development Code

(A) Ordinance SR16-07: Revisions to the Subdivision Regulations
in the Unified Land Development Code pertaining to Wetlands
Determination

12.Staff Report

13.Engineering Staff Report

14.Adjourn
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The below minutes are taken from the meeting to represent items addressed and actions taken by this board.  

All meetings are recorded with video and audio for our records.  In the event these minutes are ever in 

question or controversy, the audio/video archive shall be used to determine the actual item or action taken by 

individuals present at this meeting. 

 

MINUTES 

Planning Commission 

April 13, 2016 

 

The Planning Commission of the Parish of Ascension held a Public Meeting on Wednesday, 

April 13, 2016 at 6:15 p.m. in the Courthouse East Meeting Room, Gonzales, Louisiana in a 

regular session convened. 

 

I. Meeting was Called to Order 

 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Matthew Pryor. 

 

II. Roll Call of Members 

 

The following members were present: 

Douglas Foster, Anthony Christy, Aaron Chaisson, Matthew Pryor, Morrie Bishop, 

Edward Dudley, Julio Dumas 

The following members were absent: 

None 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

IV. Introduction of Staff 

 

Stacie Webb – Secretary, Planning and Development 

Cody Martin – Legal Counsel 

Lance Brock – Zoning Official 

Ben Moran – Planner 

Shaun Sherrow – Engineering Review Agent 

 

V. Chairman’s Comments 

 

Chairman Pryor explained at the last Planning Commission meeting there were 

several new members of the commission present.  He stated prior to the meeting they 

had received an email from Mr. Ricky Compton, who was the Planning Director at 

the time, to come in a little bit early for a “meet and greet” of the new members,  

which Mr. Pryor thought was very valuable because other than Mr. Chaisson and Mr. 

Foster, he did not know the other new members and would have liked to have met 

them before he had their first meeting.   During that time there were some individuals 

that were not affiliated with the Commission in the back room dealing with some 

issues with the engineering staff, and that raised some questions during the meeting.  

He said there was nothing improper going on in the back room.  He doesn’t believe 

any of the Commissioners met with the individuals that were back there, he knows he 

certainly did not and did not see any of the Commissioners’s doing it.  He expressed 

the optics may have looked bad, but nothing illegal was going on and certainly want 

to be transparent on everything the Commission does.  Chairman Pryor stated from 

this point forward, the meeting room in the back prior to the Planning and Zoning 

meetings on the second Wednesday of each month will be reserved for the 

Commissioners, Parish Staff and people affiliated directly with the Commission itself. 
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Chairman Pryor expressed the Commissioners’ contact information is on the Parish’s 

website if anyone needs to contact them and the public is free to speak at the public 

hearings. 

 

VI. Approval or Denial of the Minutes of the March 9, 2016 Planning Commission 

Meeting 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Aaron Chaisson, seconded by Mr. Julio Dumas 

and unanimously adopted, to approve the March 9, 2016 Planning Commission 

minutes as presented. 

 

VII. Consent Agenda 

 

A) Affidavit of Mortgage Declaration 

Gary Bernard Property 

1) Lot 1-F (Jimmy Madere, Sr.) 

2) Lot 1-B (Richard Bouchereau) 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Edward Dudley, seconded by Mr. Anthony 

Christy and unanimously adopted, to approve the consent agenda. 

 

VIII. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Family Partition: 

 

A) Noel Property – Lots JN-1-A and JN-1-B 

The subject property is located on Katie Lane off of LA Hwy 943 in Council District 1 

and is zoned Conservation (C). The application is on behalf of Nila Jordan by Earles and 

Associates, LLC. 

  

The owner is proposing a Family Partition of a Lot JN-1 into Lots JN-1-A  (2.968 acres) 

and JN-1-B (3.005 acres).  The applicant will retain Lot JN-1-B and transfer JN-1-A to 

her son.  Both lots are accessed by Katie Lane, an existing 60 foot private servitude of 

passage. 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

All existing users of Katie Lane are required to sign the plat. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon all existing users of Katie Lane signing the 

plat. 

 

Mr. James Falgout with Earles and Associates, LLC presented this family 

partition. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved Mr. Douglas Foster, seconded by Mr. Morrie 

Bishop and unanimously adopted, to approve this family partition as presented. 
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IX. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Subdivision Preliminary Plat: 

 

A) Galvez Trails 

The subject property is located on LA Hwy 44 approximately 1/2 mile south of 
LA Hwy 933 in Council District 5 and is zoned Crossroad Commercial (CC).  
The application is on behalf of Galvez Trails Development, LLC by MR 
Engineering & Surveying, LLC. 

 

The property is 8.25 acres and the applicant is proposing a zero lot line 

subdivision containing 41 single family residential lots.  Typical lots are 40 feet 

wide with a minimum size of 4,800 square feet.  The subdivision will include .82 

acres of designated park space.    

 

Applicant has provided a note on the plat which states “The developer will pay a 

sewer impact fee of $1250 per lot at the time of final plat and the builders will pay 

$1250 per lot at the time the building permit is requested for each lot.  The 

developer will receive a credit for the cost of the sewer treatment plant and the 

pump station.” 

  

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

Planning Department: 
A wetlands determination was not submitted with the preliminary plat application.  
Please see attached letters from MR Engineering and wetlands consultant. 
  
Engineering Department: 
See attached letters granting preliminary approval of traffic and drainage impact 

studies. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval. 

 

Mr. Mickey Robertson with MR Engineering & Surveying, LLC presented this 

preliminary subdivision plat. 

 

He stated he met with Councilman Todd Lambert to discuss whether or not there 

were any drainage issues relevant to this property and development of it.  He said 

Councilman Lambert expressed there were issues along Hwy 44 that seem to stem 

from the southwest corner of said proposed development where there is a culvert 

that may be undersized that drains off to the east.  Mr. Robertson said at that point 

they committed to piping a ditch to the south side of the property and replace the 

culvert, doubling the size of it. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

The following spoke: 

 

1 – Jeff Pettit – neither for or against development. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 
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Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Morrie 

Bishop and adopted by the following roll call vote, to approve this preliminary 

subdivision plat with the condition that a) the culvert in discussion be improved to 

minimum in double its size and in compliance with the drainage requirements the 

Parish may have; and b) that a note be added to the plat stating “All single family 

residences are required to pay both a road and a sewer impact fee in accordance 

with the established Ascension Parish ordinances”.   

 

YEAS: Julio Dumas, Edward Dudley, Morrie Bishop, Anthony Christy, 

Aaron Chaission 

NAYS: Douglas Foster 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 

The Chairman did not vote. 

5 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 0 ABSENT, 0 ABSTAINED and the motion CARRIED. 

 

X. Public Hearing to Approve or Deny the Following Subdivision Final Plats: 

 

A) Dutchtown Meadows 

Dutchtown Meadows subdivision is located on Cornerview Rd. approximately 
2,163 feet west of Interstate 10 in Council District 8 and zoned Medium Intensity 
(RM).  The application is on behalf of Dutchtown Meadows, LLC by MR 
Engineering & Surveying, LLC. 

 

This final plat will create 100 residential lots and 2 acres of designated park space 

on a 33.66 acre site.  Typical lots in this subdivision range in width between 53’ 

and 65’. 

 

Project Timeline: 

• August 13, 2014 – Planning Commission approves the Dutchtown Meadows 

preliminary plat. 

• April 7, 2015 – Construction plans approved. 

• October 20, 2015 – Minor revisions to preliminary plat to make it consistent 

with construction plans. 

 

Note:  Signature by the Planning Commission Chairman shall be withheld until an 

agreement has been reached between the Parish of Ascension and the applicant 

concerning sewer impact fees. 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

The applicant is requesting a variance for the area of several lots that are under 

the minimum square footage by 28 – 142 square feet.  This error was made at the 

time of the original preliminary plat and not noticed until final plat submittal. 

 

Engineering Department/ERA outstanding items:  See attached punch list from 

final inspection. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of all 

outstanding items and the revocation of the existing servitudes. 
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Mr. Mickey Robertson with MR Engineering & Surveying, LLC presented this 

final subdivision plat. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Edward Dudley, seconded by Mr. Morrie 

Bishop, and unanimously adopted, to approve the variance request for the area of 

several lots that are under the minimum square footage by 28 – 142 square feet. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Anthony 

Christy and adopted by the following roll call vote, to approve this final 

subdivision plat subject to staff recommendations being satisfied and a note be 

added to the plat stating “All single family residences are required to pay both a 

road and a sewer impact fee in accordance with the established Ascension Parish 

ordinances” . 

 

YEAS: Julio Dumas, Edward Dudley, Morrie Bishop, Anthony Christy, 

Aaron Chaission 

NAYS: Douglas Foster 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 

The Chairman did not vote. 

5 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 0 ABSENT, 0 ABSTAINED and the motion CARRIED. 

 

B) New River Oaks Subdivision 

New River Oaks subdivision is located on Cornerview Rd. approximately 2,320 
feet east of LA Hwy 73 in Council District 3 and zoned Medium Intensity (RM).  
The application is on behalf of Primus Development, LLC by Benchmark Group, 
LLC. 

 

This final plat will create 35 residential lots and 1.9 acres of designated park 

space on a 12.354 acre site.  Typical lots in this subdivision range in width 

between 60’ and 70’. 

 

Note:  Signature by the Planning Commission Chairman shall be withheld until an 

agreement has been reached between the Parish of Ascension and the applicant 

concerning sewer impact fees. 

 

Project Timeline: 

• April 09, 2014 – Planning Commission approves the preliminary plat. 

• January 28, 2015 – Construction plans approved. 

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

Planning Department outstanding items: 

Final plat: 

The tract east of lot 31 containing the sewer treatment plant must be labeled. 
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Engineering Dept/ERA outstanding items:  See attached punch list from final 

inspection 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of all 

outstanding comments and all punch list items. 

 

Mr. Murray MmCullough with Benchmark Group, LLC presented this final 

subdivision plat. 

  

Public hearing was opened. 

 

The following spoke: 

 

1 – Ernest Stephens – neither for or against development. Has some 

issues/concerns with developer/contractor. 

 

Mr. James Hendrick, developer of the property, explained his side of Mr. 

Stephens’ concerns. 

  

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Anthony 

Christy and unanimously adopted, to approve this final subdivision plat 

contingent on a) all Staff requirements being met, including the punch list items 

b) that the property corners be clearly identified so staff can confirm that there are 

no improvements outside the property of this development, including any 

embankments, fail, etc.; c) that the adjacent property owner’s barbwire fence be 

erected by the developer in a manner acceptable by both parties; d) that the 

landscape requirement be verified for compliance; e) that a note be added to the 

plat stating “All single family residences are required to pay both a road and a 

sewer impact fee in accordance with the established Ascension Parish 

ordinances”. 

 

C) River Landing – Second Filing 

River Landing subdivision is located on the south side of Louisiana Hwy 42 at 

Vernon Causey Road in Council District 5 and zoned Residential (RM).  The 

application is on behalf of Design Properties and Homes, LLC by Quality 

Engineering & Surveying, LLC. 

 

This filing will create 40 residential lots and two common area tracts on a 16.84 

acre site.  Typical lots in this subdivision have a width of 70 feet.  The applicant is 

requesting approval of the final plat. 

 

Note:  Signature by the Planning Commission Chairman shall be withheld until an 

agreement has been reached between the Parish of Ascension and the applicant 

concerning sewer impact fees. 
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Project Timeline: 

• April 11, 2012 – Planning Commission approves the River Landing 

preliminary plat. 

• January 7, 2013 – Construction plans approved. 

• March 26, 2013 – Minor revisions to preliminary plat to make it consistent 

with construction plans. 

• August 13, 2014 – Planning Commission approves final plat of the first filing.  

 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

All plat review comments have been addressed 

 

Engineering Department/ERA outstanding items:  See attached punch list from 

final inspection. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of all 

outstanding punch list items. 

 

Mr. Jared Beiriger with Quality Engineering & Surveying, LLC presented this 

final subdivision plat. 

 

Public hearing was opened. 

 

No comments. 

 

Public hearing was closed. 

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Julio Dumas, seconded by Mr. Edward 

Dudley and unanimously adopted, to approve this final subdivision plat 

contingent upon satisfactory completion of all outstanding punch list items and a 

note be added to the plat stating “All single family residences are required to pay 

both a road and a sewer impact fee in accordance with the established Ascension 

Parish ordinances”. 

 

XI. Staff Report 

 

Mr. Ben Moran requested to have a public hearing held at next month’s Planning 

Commission meeting on an ordinance revision pertaining to wetland determination.  

He said it would be best to collect the wetland determination at a later time, whether 

it is with construction plans, before construction plan approval, or before final plat 

approval, just as long as it does not have to be submitted with the preliminary stage of 

approval.  He expressed that it takes a long time to get a wetlands determination from 

the Corps and feels it’s something that could be done later.  

 

Commission Action:  Moved by Mr. Morrie Bishop, seconded by Mr. Julio Dumas 

and unanimously adopted, to hold a public hearing at the next regularly scheduled 

Planning Commission meeting to consider an ordinance revision pertaining to 

wetland determination. 
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Mr. Lance Brock introduced Mr. Shaun Sherrow as the Planning Departments’ ERA 

and welcomed him on staff. 

 

Chairman Pryor thanked Mr. Ben Moran, Planner, for his valuable service to the 

Parish as he has recently resigned. 

 

XII. Engineering Staff Report 

 

Mr. Shaun Sherrow with CSRS, expressed he looks forward to working with 

everyone as the ERA (Engineering Review Agent). 

 

XIII. Adjourn 

 

Motion by Mr. Julio Dumas and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 

7:12 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Matthew Pryor, Chairman 
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