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Parish President Proclaims November, 2013 As “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month in Ascension Parish” 

Contact: Lester Kenyon (225) 450-1138; E-mail: lkenyon@apgov.us 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 6, 2013 
 
GONZALES – Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez proclaimed the month of 
November, 2013 as “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in Ascension Parish.”  
 
President Martinez presented the proclamation document on Nov. 4 to Gene and Darlene 
Lindner, advocacy coordinators with Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, New Orleans 
Affiliate. The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a national organization serving the 
pancreatic cancer community both nationally and locally. 
 
The Lindners promote pancreatic cancer awareness for the network covering the southeast 
Louisiana region from eastern New Orleans to Baton Rouge. 
 
“While some disciplines of cancer research are now experiencing progressive steps 
towards finding a cure, pancreatic cancer continues to be one of the deadliest forms of 
cancer, ranking as the fourth leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States,” said 
Darlene Lindner. “Our mission is to let those with pancreatic cancer, and their families, 
know of our support network and the programs we offer.” 
 
According to information on the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network website, pancreatic 
cancer is the only major cancer with a five-year relative survival rate in the single digits at 
six percent. 
 
When symptoms of pancreatic cancer are evident, research shows it is in the late stage of 
development. Seventy-three percent of pancreatic patients die within the first year of their 
diagnosis, while 94 percent die within the first five years, according to the site. 
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Statewide statistics show approximately 585 deaths will occur in Louisiana in 2013. 
 
Lindner said the U. S. Congress passed the Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act last year, 
which calls on the National Cancer Institute to develop a scientific framework, or 
strategic plan, for pancreatic cancer and other deadly cancers. This, in turn, will help 
provide the strategic direction and guidance needed to make true progress against these 
diseases. 
 
“The good health and well-being of the residents of Ascension Parish are enhanced as a 
direct result of increased awareness about pancreatic cancer, research into early detection 
and causes, and effective treatments,” Lindner said. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.pancan.org. 
 

 
Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez (right) presented a parish proclamation to 
Gene Lindner (left) and Darlene Lindner, advocacy coordinators with Pancreatic Cancer 
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Action Network, New Orleans Affiliate during a visit to the president’s office on Nov. 4. 
President Tommy Martinez proclaimed the month of November, 2013 as “Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month in Ascension Parish.” 


