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Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez proclaimed the month of October as 
“Suicide Loss, Awareness and Survivors Month” in Ascension Parish. President Martinez 
read the proclamation aloud during the Oct. 17 Parish Council meeting in Gonzales 
before presenting the document to local organizer Jamie Savoy. Savoy is chairperson of 
this year’s “Out of the Darkness Community Walk,” that was held on Oct. 5 at the 
Jambalaya Park in Gonzales. According to the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention (AFSP) the Out of the Darkness Community Walks are three- to five-mile 
walks that take place in communities across the country. Proceeds raised will benefit 
AFSP for vital research and education programs about suicide prevention. According to 
website, Savoy’s event has raised more than $27,000, surpassing her goal of $10,000. 
Savoy (right) is shown receiving the parish proclamation from President Martinez. 


