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2016 Ascension Hot Air Balloon Festival Live Music Line-up Announced 

 

Contact: Lester Kenyon (225) 450-1138; E-mail: lkenyon@apgov.us 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 15, 2016 

 

GONZALES – Ascension Parish President Kenny Matassa and the Ascension Festivals 

and Cultural Council, Inc. announced this week four high-energy rhythm and blues bands 

will perform during the 2016 Ascension Hot Air Balloon Festival at Lamar-Dixon Expo 

Center Friday and Saturday, Sept. 23-24. 

 

Kicking off the festival weekend will be Kenny Neal and the Neal Family band for an all 

evening performance on Friday from 5 p.m. until 10 p.m. 

 

Neal is widely known as a modern swamp blues master, and is an acclaimed multi-

instrumentalist. He is a 2011 inductee of the Louisiana Music Hall of Fame, and winner 

of numerous national and international awards. Neal has multiple Grammy nominations 

to his credit and was winner of the 2009 BMA (Blues Music Award) Winner for Song of 

the Year, "Let Life Flow." 

 

His new release, Hooked On Your Love, follows the triumph of his multi-award winning 

2008 comeback album, Let Life Flow. An outstanding success, the CD raked in the 

accolades: three prestigious Album of the Year awards, two Song of the Year awards for 

the title track, and Kenny himself garnered two Artist of the Year honors. 

 

Saturday’s live entertainment starts off at 4 p.m. with blues rock power trio Don Berry 

and Rockin’ Horse. This is a hometown local band with all members either from, or 

originally from Ascension Parish.  Rockin’ Horse has shared the stage with other artists 

such as Mike Zito, Chris Leblanc, Elvin Killerbee, and Boogie Long.  Covers include 

songs from Tony Joe White, The Rolling Stones, Robin Trower, Eric Gales, Jimmy 

Hendrix, and Stevie Ray Vaughn.   

http://www.ascensionparish.net/


  

 

P. O. Box 1659, 615 E. Worthey Rd., Gonzales, Louisiana  70707 

Telephone (225) 450-1130 – Fax (225) 450-1145 – www.ascensionparish.net – facebook.com/ascensiongov  

 

Next up on Saturday’s line-up will be regional favorites Kenny Acosta and the House 

Reckers at 6 p.m. 

For more than 40 years, Kenny Acosta has established himself as a master bluesman in all 

his travels from the Florida Keys to Fairbanks, Alaska and all points in between. 

According to his bio, the recipe for Kenny Acosta's musical performance consists of a 

hint of bluesy jazz, mixed with the New Orleans street beat and Caribbean rhythms, 

sautéed in a funky mixture of soulful growl.  

Saturday’s headliner, The Chris Duarte Group, will command the stage at 8 p.m. Chris 

emerged on the scene out of Austin, Texas in the early 90’s and gained notoriety after 

wowing a packed room of industry insiders at the South X Southwest convention.  

According to Duarte’s bio, he quickly gained a National reputation as a young man 

imbued with a playing style comparable at times to the late guitarist, Stevie Ray Vaughn.  

After fielding interest from a number of labels, Duarte signed to Silvertone Records and 

his debut album “Texas Sugar/Strat Magik” reportedly sold in excess of 100,000 units in 

the United States, no small feat for a blues/rock guitarist.  

Known for having a relentless touring schedule, Duarte’s early performance commitment 

was the impetus for him winning the “Best New Talent” in Guitar Player Magazine’s 

1995 Reader’s Poll. He also finished fourth in the magazine’s “Best Blues Guitarist” 

category that year behind legends Eric Clapton, Buddy Guy and B.B. King. 

For more information on the music line-up and other 2016 Ascension Hot Air Balloon 

Festival information, visit https://www.facebook.com/ascensionhotairballoonfestival. 
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Pic Cutline 1 – Kenny Neal 
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Pic Cutline 2 – Chris Duarte 
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Pic Cutline 3 – Kenny Acosta 
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Pic Cutline 4 – Don Berry and Rock N Horse 
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