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ASCENSION PARISH LEPC MEETING MINUTES 
Meeting Location: Lamar Dixon Expo Center – Banquet Room 
Meeting Date: June 7, 2012 
Call to Order: 11:08 am 
Adjournment: 1:02 pm 

 
I. Welcome and Call to Order 

 Meeting Called to Order at 11:08 am, June 07, 2012  
II. Roll Call 

 17 Committee Members present, 5 absent: Quorum Met 
o ESF8 Replacement Committee Member :  

Caroline Conerly, AVP Medical Manager 
 Absent: Joey Tureau, Tracey Normand, Chuck Montero, Crystal Moran, Angie 

Peraza, and Sherry Denig.. 
 41 General Members Present 

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 
 Motion to Accept by Committee Member Mark Stewart and Seconded by 

Committee Member Cody Melancon.  Motion Approved, No Discussion. 
IV. Introductions, New Members and Attendees 

• AP OHSEP Logistics Section Chief, Charles Brown 
• Rachael Wilkinson newly appointed Assistant Director 
• Priscilla Williams, DHH-OPH – replaces Nicole Coursey 
• Caroline Conerly, AVP Medical Manager – replaces Delba Tullier 
• Jeff McKee, DHS Protective Security Advisor 
• Craig Westerman, Red Cross 
• Sandy Joslyn, ARC 

V. Presentation / Guest Speakers 

a. FirstCall: Matt Teague 

i. Reviewed Incident in Jefferson County, Colorado. 

Synopsis:  A control burn got out of control.  FirstCall was used to send 

a notification to a fixed list.  Everyone on the list received the call, 

reporting supports.   
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Notification was sent based on 911 data rolls.  The call was geographic 

and about 800 people were notified.   

3 fatalities: 2 stayed behind after receiving call, 1 person did not receive 

a call. 

The system was called into question due to fatality that did not receive 

the call.  FirstCall reviewed data and found the system worked properly, it 

called all numbers in 911 data set for the geographically selected alert 

area.  This individual’s home number was listed in the data as being 30 

miles away.    

Questions:  

1. Are the call recordings a live voice? – They are text to speech or 

can be a voice recording. 

2. If the voice mail answers is this considered an accepted call by 

FirstCall reporting? – Yes.  Fax Machines will be ruled out because 

a tone is heard, voicemail doesn’t have that option. 

3. Ascension First Call uses the same data as 911/ Central dispatch. 

4. Since more people are getting away from home phones, what is a 

possible solution? – FirstCall clients have the option to register 

their personal cell lines, as Ascension has established for its 

residents. 

5. How successful is Ascension Parish as opposed to others in 

applying FirstCall. – Ascension is a top user.  Very well versed. 

6. How many people called for the Colorado incident stayed and left? 

– Most everyone heeded the warnings as soon as they received 

the call.  The one fatality, upon further analysis, had the address 

been correctly noted in data set and she received the call, would 

have not been in time.  Her house was already on fire.   

7. What shows up on Caller ID when a FirstCall alert is sent? – For 

Ascension Parish is “Emergency Notification.”  We have in place a 

pre-recorded message stating “You have reached the Ascension 

Parish Emergency Alert Notification Line.  If this is an actual 

emergency, please hang up and dial 911.  If you are a first 

responder and received a FirstCall Alert, please contact Central 

Dispatch or your supervisor.  If you are a resident and received a 
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FirstCall Alert, please call 866-380-2303 to hear the message 

again, if your require further assistance please contact 225-621-

8360.”  If there is an emergency impacting a large portion of the 

parish we will pre-record a specialized message but this is the 

standard one. 

VI. Emergency Support Function (ESF) Committee Reports 

a. ESF 5 – Emergency Management Coordination 

i. AP OHSEP 

 2nd Quarter Release & Incident Report review: Rick Webre 

48 releases for Quarter.   

1. Westlake:  Fire in VCM Plant on 3/22/2012 

Representation present but unable to discuss. 

2. Trimac:  Glacial Acrylic Acid flamerizing incident 4/11/2012 

No representation present to discuss. 

3. CF: Severe Weather- Anhydrous Ammonia release 5/31/12 

Representation present to discuss. 

“Had a tornado/ straightline wind incident.  Some wind 

damage, power low.  Winds strong enough to move rail 

cars on line.”  

Severe weather/ loss of power caused flares that burn 

anhydrous ammonia to go out.  Flares were eventually 

relit; plant went through normal shut down and start up 

procedures. 

4. Rubicon:  Worker exposed to Aniline  5/23/2012 

No LSP report filed. 

Representation present to discuss 

A contractor was exposed to aniline, was an isolated 

incident.  Wearing PPE, had symptoms after he left, 

returned to work and received medical treatment. 

Discussion: 

Questions regarding reporting and follow up on 

medical incidents.  What to report, When? 

LSP:  “Will follow up on medical report calls. 
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We prefer a call.  1 hour notification is preferred, if you 

don’t know until after, this is taken into consideration.  

Public Safety is always #1.  We document you called, but 

don’t hold against you if not a reportable.  Call first to be 

on safe side.” 

USCG: “Prefer a call, same rules.  Make the call for public 

safety.” 

DHH: “Our concern is how many people were impacted.” 

5. A Release report can be requested from Ascension OHSEP 

by emailing Crystal Moran (cmoran@apgov.us). 

 GAMA Notification Review Table Top Exercise: Ami Clouatre 

Johnson 

Purpose is to look at the GAMA Alerting procedures we have in 

place.  Divided into four work groups to discuss and review.   

Slide deck with responses and an After Action are still being 

compiled.  A notice to all members will be sent once the 

completed document is posted on LEPC website.  A blank exercise 

slide deck is attached for your review if you were unable to 

attend. 

 HazMat Responder Map: 

OHSEP is facilitating the creating of a responder map with 

essentials for defensive posture to protect public safety.  This map 

can be digitally stored.  Each facility control room, HazMat Team, 

Central Dispatch, etc. could have wall maps/ copies for reference.  

AP OHSEP is looking into creating flip charts or digital copies for 

quick response. 

This will provide reference for Unified Command during an 

incident.   

Questions:  

Can whatever plan set in place, or if road blocks used, Gonzales 

PD be made part of notification to assist GPD manage any traffic 

issues? 

ii. CAER Report: Charles Stokes - None 

b. ESF 10 – Hazardous Materials 
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i. GAMA Report: Jason Fuselier 

 CAER/ GAMA hosting a Mutual Aid Day.  Jason Fusilier and Charles 

Stokes are working on CAER/ GAMA Mutual Aid Day.  Location 

possibly at Lamar Dixon.  Wanting community participation and 

developing family information to get out. 

c. Any other ESF Reports 

i. ESF 13: Gonzales Police Department, Det. Cannon – New station is 
moving along and should be in place in a few weeks. 

VII. Old Business 

VIII. New Business 

a. A. Johnson, AP OHSEP will be hosting a DHS - Surveillance Detection Training  

July 17th - 19th at the Sheriff’s Firing Range – Seating is limited Next Meeting 

3rd Quarter 4th Quarter 
Thursday, 

September 13,  2012 
Lamar Dixon – Banquet 

Thursday, 
December 13, 2012 

Lamar Dixon - Banquet 
 

IX. Adjournment 
Motion to Adjourn 1:02 PM Mark Stewart and seconded by James LeBlanc. 


